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                     BEFORE THE

            ILLINOIS Commerce Commission

          TRANSPORTATION REGULAR OPEN MEETING

                Thursday, August 3, 2023

                    Chicago, Illinois

            Met pursuant to notice at 11:30 AM at

160 North LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois.

PRESENT:

MR. DOUGLAS P. SCOTT, Chairman

MICHAEL T. CARRIGAN, Commissioner

CONRAD REDDICK, Commissioner

STACEY PARADIS, Commissioner

ANN McCABE, Commissioner (via Chicago office)

MAGNA LEGAL SERVICES

BY:  Michael Marciniak, CER

Notary Public
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1                CHAIR SCOTT:  Under the Open Meetings

2 Act, I call the August 3rd, 2023 Regular Open Meeting to

3 order.  Commissioners Carrigan, McCabe, Reddick, and

4 Paradis are with me in Chicago, we have a quorum.

5                We have four requests to speak today, Ms.

6 Oblinger-Hammond, Mr. Nat Steinsultz, Mr. Brandon

7 Hurley, and Mr. Brayden Misiolek.  If I mispronounced

8 anyone's name I apologize.  We will hear these speakers

9 in order beginning with Ms. Oblinger-Hammond.  Under 2

10 Illinois Administrative Code Section 1700.10, any person

11 desiring to address the Commission shall be allowed up

12 to three minutes.  Only one person may speak on behalf

13 of any organization.  Please note that the Commission

14 will not respond directly to your comments.

15                Ms. Oblinger-Hammond, you have three

16 minutes.  Please note the timer to my right will start

17 once you begin.  You may begin, but please state and

18 spell your name for the court reporter.

19           MS. OBLINGER-HAMMOND:  My name is Ripley,

20 R-I-P-L-E-Y; Oblinger, O-B-L-I-N-G-E-R; Hammond,

21 H-A-M-M-O-N-D. On July 14, my car was stolen and held

22 for $6,000 in insurance money for the two days it spent
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1 on Michael Warren's tow truck company's lot; Take Me

2 Home Towing.  Where is the lot you may ask, I won't

3 spend my three minutes boring you with the four

4 different addresses that were given to myself, the

5 police, and my insurance by Michael Warren.

6           However, after checking my own vehicle without

7 the help of Mike or Take Me Home Towing, it was located

8 at 13138 Genoa Avenue in Blue Island, Illinois.  After

9 filing a stolen police report, speaking to Mike with

10 police right next to me, and countless hours on the

11 phone with the news and my insurance, my insurance was

12 able to pay the $6,000 and pick up my vehicle at an

13 address I'm still unaware of.

14           I'm one of the few who gets their vehicles

15 back within 48 hours after finding out that Mike was

16 going to try to take my car.  But speaking here today,

17 isn't about the insurance fraud, lying to police,

18 causing my anxiety to spike, my car being totaled with

19 more damage to the vehicle after being in Mike's

20 possession, or even about the anger, and even the

21 forgiveness I have in my heart for Mike.

22           You see Michael Warren's license for Take Me
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1 Home Towing was revoked three weeks before the tow for

2 having a standing 33 citations and not paying fines.  I

3 thank and applaud you for this; however, here is the

4 issue that I hope can be solved.  Michael Warren was the

5 previous owner of a tow truck company called, Tow Pros

6 Incorporated.  Which had its license revoked and was

7 shut down after vehicles were removed from his illegal

8 lot.

9           Michael Warren then re-branded, started taking

10 home towing and gained another license to start this tow

11 business:  Take Me Home Towing.  This is the issue,

12 Michael Warren should have never been granted another

13 license for operating a tow truck company.  I've been

14 grateful enough to speak with many people on this

15 journey, one, including an ICC police officer.  I asked

16 him what happens when Mike operates his company with a

17 revoked license, in which he did to me.

18           I was told, "He will get fined $1,000 a day if

19 he doesn't respond".  Okay.  And then what if his

20 license was revoked because he didn't pay fines does he

21 get arrested?  "No".  For my final thoughts to you,

22 people can no longer look me up -- look up, Take Me Home



Page 5

1 Towing without seeing my article, "Woman can't find

2 vehicle after being towed".

3           Therefore, I'm sure Mike will want to re-brand

4 and try for another license in which he may gain unless

5 something changes.  How many chances will Mike get

6 before someone says no to him?  I ask that Michael

7 Warren does not receive another license to operate tow

8 truck company, and his current business of Take Me Home

9 Towing is shut down and vehicles are ceased from his

10 property; including at a 13138 Genoa avenue and 8900

11 south Chicago.  Also, to reconsider how many license an

12 individual can receive when they have licenses that are

13 already -- that have already been revoked.

14           Lastly, as I was reporting my vehicle -- my

15 stolen vehicle to the Forest District Police, another

16 man walked in who I didn't know.  The police asked, how

17 can I help you, sir?  I turned around.  He stated, "my

18 car was stolen by a company called Take Me Home Towing

19 two months ago".

20           CHAIR SCOTT:  Thank you very much for your

21 comments Ms. Ripley -- Ms. Oblinger-Hammond; thank you

22 very much.  We appreciate it.
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1           Third, we'll hear from Mr. Hurley who I

2 believe will be presenting remotely.  Mr. Hurley you

3 will have three minutes, at the end my advisor will have

4 a timer and I'll indicate when your time is up.  Mr.

5 Hurley you may begin but first spell your name for the

6 Court Reporter.

7           MR. RAZOR:  Gentlemen, I don't believe Mr.

8 Hurley ever connected.

9           CHAIR SCOTT:  Okay.  Very good.  Then fourth

10 we will hear from Mr. Misiolek and again, I apologize if

11 I've mispronounced your name; he will be presenting

12 remotely.  You have three minutes, we have a timer at

13 the end and we'll let you know when your time has

14 expired.  And again please spell your name for the court

15 reporter and correct me if I have your name wrong.

16           MR. RAZOR:  No.

17           CHAIR SCOTT:  Okay.  All right.  This

18 concludes our requests to speak.

19           We will now move onto our Transportation

20 agenda.

21           There are no edits to the June 29, 2023

22 Regular Open Meeting Minutes.  Are there any objections
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1 to approving the minutes?

2                (No verbal response.)

3           CHAIR SCOTT:  Hearing none, the minutes are

4 approved.

5           Items RR-1 through RR-7 concern various public

6 safety improvement projects at railway crossings.  The

7 order approve the projects, extend deadlines, and

8 approve project cost apportionment.

9           Are there any objections to considering these

10 items together and approving the orders?

11                (No verbal response.)

12           CHAIR SCOTT:  Hearing none, the orders are

13 approved.

14           Moving on to our Motor Carriers Items.

15           Item MC-1 concerns an application for a new

16 Commercial Vehicle Relocator's license.  The order

17 grants the application, finding that the applicant meets

18 the requirements.

19           Are there any objections to approving the

20 order?

21                (No verbal response.)

22           CHAIR SCOTT:  Hearing none, the order is
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1 approved.

2           Items MC-2 through MC-4 concern applications

3 for an operator employment permit.  The orders grant the

4 permits, finding that the applicant's meet the

5 requirements.

6           Are there any objections to considering these

7 items together and approving the orders?

8                (No verbal response.)

9           CHAIR SCOTT:  Hearing none, the orders are

10 approved.

11           Item MC-5 concerns an application for renewal

12 of a Commercial relocation towing license.  The

13 applicant failed to complete a renewal application with

14 the necessary information, we required by statute and

15 Commission rules.  The order sets the matter for

16 hearings as prescribed by section 401 of the Illinois

17 Commercial Relocation of Trespassing Vehicles Law.

18           Are there any objections to approving the

19 order?

20                (No verbal response.)

21           CHAIR SCOTT:  Hearing none, the order is

22 approved.
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1           Item MC-6 and MC-7 concern stipulated

2 agreements of alleged violations of the Illinois

3 Transportation Law.  The orders accept the stipulated

4 agreements.

5           Are there any objections to considering these

6 items together and approving the orders?

7                (No verbal response.)

8           CHAIR SCOTT:  Hearing none, the orders are

9 approved.

10           Moving onto our Collateral Recovery items.

11           Item CR-1 concerns an application for a class.

12 "E" recovery permit.  Commission Staff has reviewed the

13 application and recommends granting the permit.  The

14 order grants the permit.

15           Are there any objections to approving the

16 order?

17                (No verbal response.)

18           CHAIR SCOTT:  Hearing none, the order is

19 approved.

20           There are no edits to the July 13, 2023

21 Regular Open Meeting minutes.

22           Are there any objections to approving the
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1 minutes?

2                (No verbal response.)

3           CHAIR SCOTT:  Hearing none, the minutes are

4 approved.

5           This concludes our Transportation Agenda.

6

7           (Whereupon, the proceedings concluded

8           At 11:39 a.m.

9
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